




n view of Kuching City Local Plan 2030 and upcoming 
ART development, MUDeNR (Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Urban Development) organised 

a intensive 3-day lab to discuss guidelines on 
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) and Guidelines 
for Plot Ratio in Sibu, Miri and Bintulu. 
 
PAMSC as one of the key members of the lab was invited 
and attended the lab from 13th Dec 2022 onwards at 
Planning War Room, Menara Pelita, Kuching. The group 
discussion commenced 2 days after a short briefing 
from MUDeNR and representatives from Sarawak Metro. 
The findings of the lab were presented by each group 
to conclude the lab on the final day. This draft will 
be refined by another level of the workshop before 
being presented to the SPA.

r. Philip Chang received his official appointment as 
a Board Member of Lembaga Arkitek Malaysia (2022-
2023) from the current LAM President, Datin Ar. 

Yong Razidah bt. Rashid on the 5th Dec 2022. Every year, 
one representative from Sarawak & Sabah (proposed by 
each chapter by rotation) will be appointed as one of the 
three from the nomination list submitted by the Council 
of PAM under Section 3(2)(d) of Architect Act 1967.

AMSC PGL (Practice & Government Liaison) Sub-
committee is compiling agendas to be tabled for 
the next JTCC Meeting by the Ministry of Public 

Health, Housing & Local Government (MPHLG). If you 
have any issueS relating to Local Councils or the 
Department of Irrigation (DID), please write to us 
(best with a paragraph of synopsis or explanation) 
to info@pamsc.org.my attention to PGL Sub-committee. 
Thanks.

THE EDITORIAL TEAM: sy: jingle bell rock       hj: little drummer boy       ps: twelve days of christmas       Min: feliz navidad  
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News+flash is the digital offspring of INTERSECTION. 
It is published digitally each fortnight for the 
foreseeable future, until we run out of ideas, 
articles or money.

MUDeNR Lab on TOD & 
Plot Ratio

Notice to JTCC Meeting Merry
Christmas!

from

The Editorial
Team

Photo courtesy from Ar. Chris Yap’s Facebook.

Presentation by Group 2 of the Lab by MUDeNR on the 
final day. PAMSC was represented by Ar. Stephen Liew 
and Ar. Chai Si Yong. 

Congratulations!



Heritage Conservation and Adaptive Reuse’ was the latest 
in an extensive series of talks - Heritage Speakers 
Series by the Sarawak Heritage Society. SHS has been 

actively working towards their goal of raising awareness about 
Sarawak’s cultural heritage and advocating for its sustainable 
conservation, safeguarding and management since 2006. 

Though efforts have been ramping up in recent years, heritage 
conservation in Sarawak seems to suffer from scant heritage 
management and limited personal interest; a far cry from states 
such as Penang and Melaka, where living and built heritage 
are often diligently championed and protected. Invites were 
extended to architects from Penang that are prominent in the 
heritage conservation and adaptive reuse scene. Each speaker was 
well versed in a different facet of heritage conservation - be 
it heritage management, conservation policies and preservation 
through adaptive reuse. 

The Sarawak Museum Department, a consistent patron and 
collaborator of Sarawak Heritage Society rallied by generously 
sponsoring the venue for this talk - the Arts and Crafts Gallery, 
Borneo Cultures Museum. The talk kicked off at 10:30AM on the 
18th of December to an audience of about 70 with two opening 
speeches by the Sarawak Museum Department representative and 
James Yong, SHS President. 

Our first speaker, Encik Rosli Bin Haji Nor, Penang’s Heritage 
Commissioner, was well received by the audience. Through light-
hearted jokes and a sunny disposition, he highlighted crucial 
lessons learnt from his years of experience managing the 
heritage sites of Melaka and Penang. Though the heritage journey 
of Melaka has seen many triumphs and accomplishments, Encik 
Rosli illustrated that the hard-fought preservation of living 
and built heritage faces the impending threat of overtourism. 
Penang’s most glaring problem remains the gentrification of its 
heritage buildings and streets, where inauthentic measures 
are taken to beautify buildings without adhering to the set 
guidelines. In cities like Penang and Melaka, where cultural 
heritage runs rich, Encik Rosli called attention to the urgency 
to transform tourism into a tool for heritage conservation while 
maintaining the balance between authenticity and innovation.

On Heritage Conservation and Adaptive Reuse – 
Heritage Speakers Series
Written by Alyssa Lou

Ar. Tan Bee Eu on Adaptive Reuse Case Studies – Penang and Kedah Digital Libraries.

James Yong, SHS President with Ar. Au Tai 
Yeow, T.Y. Au Architects.

Ar. Au Tai Yeow on Heritage Conservation 
and the Challenges for Penang.
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Question & Answer Session.

The lunch break provided ample time for the speakers and SHS 
Committee members to converse and share ideas, stories and 
aspirations. At around 1:30PM, Ar. Tan Bee Eu of Beta Architects 
began a sharing session on her personal journey in adaptive 
reuse architecture, sharing with us a few of her standout 
projects. Ar. Tan exemplified that a careful touch and thoughtful 
problem solving allows for a new lease of life for heritage 
buildings whilst gaining increasing community involvement. In 
her projects, there was a common vein of sustained interest and 
continued investment - caring for the building’s purpose and its 
patrons long after project completion. The treatment of heritage 
buildings requires no less than a delicate approach. Ar. Tan 
showed how simple themes can give rise to articulate ideas and 
how thoughtful, rather than flashy design may just be exactly 
what the community needs.

Ar. Au Tai Yeow of T.Y Au Architects has been a staunch advocate 
of heritage conservation in his hometown of Penang. His talk was 
an honest depiction on the challenges of heritage management in 
Penang - showcasing the good, the bad and ugly of its extensive 
journey. Amongst the many exemplary and successful endeavours, 
there remain many examples of built heritage that have failed 
to be protected and preserved. Ar. Au attributes these to the 
mismanagement of resources by the responsible parties. Selective 
enforcement and lack of monitoring have contributed to the 
mishandling and mistreatment of heritage buildings, some to the 
point of no return. Ar. Au also spoke briefly about how economic 
and demographic changes are intertwined with the preservation 
of living cultural heritage in Penang. It may be challenging to 
manage conservation in a heritage area as big as Georgetown, 
but many, like Ar. Au, remain passionate about the cause and 
carry out major outreach and advocacy to preserve their cultural 
inheritance.

It was heartening to see the turnout, especially on a Sunday, 
that ranged from architecture students to heritage advocates 
and to members of the public that chanced upon our talk and 
decided to participate. It was an enlightening experience for all 
involved as we had the opportunity to examine the considerable 
revitalisation effort that has swept the shores of Penang and 
Melaka over the years. 

In the near future, Sarawak Heritage Society will undoubtedly 
continue on with their successful Heritage Speakers Series, 
with these programmes anchoring on the themes of awareness, 
advocacy and advisory. I heartily believe that learning from 
these ventures will form valuable lessons for Sarawak’s own 
conservation journey and bring forth our shared passion for our 
living and built heritage. 

END

Rosli Bin Haji Nor on Heritage Management 
– Penang and Melaka Experience.

Group Picture featuring Speakers, SHS Committee members and participants.
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