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'Cultures’ are also unique to each country
one practices in and as such one needs to
respond positively to that culture. VWe must
listen to how the local people live and go
about their everyday life. In many parts of
Asia, ‘feng shui’ plays an integral part in
the planning and architecture of a building.
Rarely is a design approved without the
aspects of ‘feng shui’ being considered.
Amongst other things sharp cormers are
discouraged, and certain orientation
restricted depending on the nature of the
site and its surrounding. We must also
respect the technical difficulties as well as
the available building skills and materials
of that country. We should design

around them not as an obstacle but as a
challenge fo reinterpret and exploit their
potential. Similarly, building codes and
requirements differ from country to country
but can be manipulated using fresh ideas

to break away from the conventional.

Llooking at the other aspect of the practice,
we, as global architects, can inject new
ideas and concepts and alter for the
better the way of living of the country
we work in. As outsiders, we are able
to look at common problems from a
different perspective. Certain practices
that are the norm may not be entirely
the better ones for lack of newer
knowledge and opportunities. New
technology and ideas may also solve
nagging problems previously deemed
unsolvable. Atthe end of the day, “think
globally but act locally” should be the
motto for architects practicing in a

world without boundaries.

TY. Au

Georgetown Buildings

page seven

Global Architecture













































































































































































































































































































































