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t Tuan, Space and Place)

The island of Penang, at the North-West
of the Malaysian Peninsular was founded in
the 18" century by Sir Francis Light of the
East India Company. Its urban center is
Georgetown and it is also the site of its
first settlement on the island. It is now
home to approximately a population of
500,000. Besides this resident population
are the teaming tourists to this popular
destination. With the recent intensive
developments on the island, it is
struggling to retain its charm as well as
the conservation of its eclectic mix of
Chinese, Indian, Malay and British
colonial architecture.

The city of Georgetown has outgrown its
boundanes and there isan m(reasmg

old! Georgetuwn and the newer suburbs
on the island. Urban expansion on
prominent sites in the island now
includes the existing turf club land.

Club Iand which is visually promment
from Scotland Road grandstand track had
always remained an enigma. Many would
not have the opportunity to go inside nor

spend aday at the races Children arg

most parents would not in any case wa
their offsprings to indulge in

horse racing.
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For many, their most vivid memory of the turf club are the occasional glimpses along
Scotland Road of the racehorses at the starting gates opposite the Penang Chinese
Girls School. This was accompanied by shouts and screams at the start of each race
and at the final stretch. Cars were parked by the roadsides, which were filled with
motorcycles and bicycles. These bystanders would be straining their necks to see the
horses reaching the finishing post. And of course, there will be the inevitable massive
traffic jams that occur each time there were races. Traffic would stop and crawl once it
reaches Batu Gantong.
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By virtue of the island's topography,
Penang obviously has limited land for
urban growth. The island is surrounded by
hills in the middle and development has
to be generally along the coast line.

The hills are green and steep and
legislative guidelines and Acts are in
place restricting building development
on high land.This led to pressures on the
Governmental Authorities to allow dense
development to occur in the flat terrain
along the coast line and along the foot

4 of the hills.




It became inevitable that the Penang Turf Club race track would be relocated and a
new site was then identified at the mainland at Batu Kawan.The Club intending to
expand its equestrian related events other than horse racing has also outgrown its
existing boundaries. Many of the Penang residents regard this with mixed feelings.
Many concerned that this piece of green lung would be totally lost. Many also felt that
a different approach towards development was needed. The local Penang community
might be regarded as one that is generally averse to change, physically as well as
socially. Visitors retuming to the island are often comforted by familiar surroundings.
Change then is often gradual, rarely noticed or incremental. The idea then of a design
competition created a buzz amongst the architectural fraternity in Penang who saw
with anticipation seven teams of Malaysian architects collaborating with international
architects for the design competition. The stage was set to put in place a master plan
which many felt would be different from the normal developer-led design.

Inrecent years, the island, under pressure to adapt to the realities of the developing
nation, had sanctioned a number of major decisions that would radically transform
the island:a proposed 2" link bridge to the mainland, the construction of the Penang
Outer Ring Road (PORR) and the decision to focus on tourism as its prime industry

of growth.
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‘Kevin Lynch:

Our real task is not to prevent the world
from changing but to cause it to change in
a growth-conducive and life-enhancing
direction. The environmental image of
time-places can play a role in speeding
that necessary change and its analysis
can tell us what some of the features of a
life-enhancing universe would be. We can
change our minds so that we enjoy the
dynamics of the world. We can also
change the world to correspond more
closely to the structure of our minds!

With the redevelopment of the former
Penang Turf Club land, the urbanity of
the locality will be changed forever. The
existing open space bounded by the race
track which the publicis currently unable
tointrude into, must be transformed into
an‘integrated township with residential,
shopping, hotels, a convention center and
other related facilities with a compatibly
accessible public realm. An integrated
traffic network must be in place to ease
local vehicular traffic on the island as
well as accommodate the incoming
traffic from across the mainland. Clearly,
an efficient public transport system is
needed and it is with foresight that the
competition brief requires the integration
of a transportation master plan with the
physical master plan. The new open
spaces within the new development
must benefit all and certainly not just
those with addresses at this locality. The
new development must have its own

B manneldenuty and be talked about
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