e

_f".-; 'H- - I"‘l‘—-ﬂ-

A Y\

e i T
A
e I'! T . ‘

R~ bwiwa

- ‘- _' - &
\ P

i
li (i ]
Ik
B

|=1=

ii* \'

"Eﬂ !{I*H'*E!l "l :
T t!ﬂii | ¥

m T ‘ |||||

h ﬂl nqul kS-

e Biué:]‘s[;stamablllt)’ in fﬂ"’:ﬁ‘g“ e
B i 1




TR Ay W T Ty, g

T .
! e N e
Y _-. [ e - R
i e M =
- - ¥ o
b [ W
o
-
Er'Mu. -

e

i

b Sy v B

s

L1

o e

- L

Ny



n."..“i.“x".i." “'i"l.“i.“i".p" P

. e
Ty TRty e

:
E

Y hris Ong was born in George Town,
Penang and attended 5. Xavier's
. Insticution in the ciry. His Straits
e family's association with George
Town strerches back six gencrarions. At

d Melbourne 1 ]I'II'H_'I!_\.II'!.' andd
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upn graduation went i the investment
banking business in Australia, It was a
protession he pursued successtully bor
20 years and in that time he bought and

d houses in Fireroy and Carion,
fi”lrl:q_" them with Peranalkan fermirure and
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artifacts |1-:_||,||;',|1r, at avction in Richmond
saleroomes, He aoau considerahle
number ab beautifol objects, and attribotes
his pood fortune to the fact that many
sian Chinese had moved to Australia
Fra] L ng rhie race roTs in h‘l..i':lf. <11 1IN 195
and mawae folbowed afrer 1975, \|r-:||.||-.r|| by
the fall of South ¥
of the communist o 3
time they disposed of exguisite items and
his vast k ledge of Peranakan antique
furniture and porcelain was acguired as
he scoured the salerooms in the ciry.

Chiris was in his carly 40s arwd 1na senio
[ROSITION 1M & THajor Investrment bank when
it was acquired by Westpac which provided
the incentive to change tracks and he moved
tr Sri Lanka. He and an Auscralian business
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tort, which they rovamped and ma
profitably. It was his first taste of the hote
business. The architect they hired tor the
hotel refurhishment was Channa Daswe

H I.'!-Il._'lrl.:i;"l.' :II‘.||.| AESISLANE |r|‘.E;|."|r|‘.r-I|.:f|' H

HOME COMING

In 2006 he returned w Penang to take care

d the horel i Sr Lanka in

and :;1|.'-._|l|||||.'1| property in George
[ thiat was subsequently developed
as the entrancing Seven Terraces Hoeel
and the equally captivacing Muntri Mews
Hotel. Chins is the CEO of the Georpe
Town Heritage Hotels (GTHH| Group,
Fiur it 15 s own house that 1 now tarn Iy

attention . Anecdotal evidence suggests
Lebuh Muneri was named after the 19th
century Mantri of Larut, Ngah Ibrahim,
Before W% most of the terrace houwses in
the streer were residenal. Afrer rhe war,
wieali |'|:|.' Sorairs Chinese families moved west,
o the beach and the suburhbs, away from
the congested town, Cars made commuting
caster and the terraces became commercial
propertics, referred to colloguially as
shophouses. The former use of Chris Ong's
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Transitional Style (c1890s) terrace house
was as a grocery store, He set out to restore
it to a condition that approsimated o his
grandfather’s house at 81 Lebuh Muneri.
Im the spiric of resgorarion, the lavour af
the house has been retimed 1o an earler
sEAte, PrAOT o IES USE A8 & BroceTy store,
with new additions where necessary. The
lightwell has been reopened o the s]u.
A new garden court has been creared at
the rear of che howse, an area thar was

destrowed by a Japanese bomb during W11

Strucrural repairs have been carnied out
to other areas of the house disturbed by
the bomb blast. Staft accommedation has
been built ar the far end of the courtyard.
Most importantly, bathrooms have been
added at fivse Moor level and a powder
roorm at ground Hoor level involving the
careful integration of modern Hrrings
with water supply and sewage pipes.

REMEMBRANCE OF
[TIINGS PANT

The plans for the house restoration

were prepared |1:r A S0 Tal Yeow who
gracuated with a B. Arch from Washington
State University School of Design and
Construction at Pullman in 1990, e
returned to graduate school and was
awarded an M. Arch from Washington
University, St Louis in 1991, From 1995-
1997 he worked for John Tang & Associates
in Hong Kong and established Archirect
Y. Au in 1998, The Chns Ong house, he
recalls. “was in a very bad stare,” but there
were no major changes o the floor plans.
Timber floors have been retained arn firss
Floor bevel, The original back staircase has
been restored, The kitchen is quiet but in
an earhier era it would have been buzzing
with cooks and amahs, Mow it 1s the
place to sit, looking out o the pond and

‘A new garden court has been created
at the rear of the house, an area that
was destroyed by a Japanese bomb

dunnn WWII
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garden. There is much to be learmed from
the late 19thseardy 20th century terrace
house in terms of its response to climate.
Yet beyvond the physical building work
the most spectacular rransformarion is
ragion of Peramakan carved and
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the infes

gilded vimber screens, lacquered wooden
doors and the exposure of original Floor
tiles, together with the authentic period
furniture, porcelain and other memorabilia,
The numerous family portraits from the lae
19ch and eardy 20th century portray life as i

Wids 1.1.-i||"|_ |:_| [EL _._I|1'|I|i|;':.. i||'|1‘| ||:|:_|r_:|:r' |;||i|-:_||;_'r'|
andl amahs, In the old days when the
were residential, a pintu pagar (a halt
door| prevented passers-by from looking
i while allowing ventilanion when the

matn door was open. This was a common

Feature of terrace houses in Emerald Hill,

Singapore built in the same era. Today

the entrance door is securely padiocked.
Restoration 1s just one branch of the

mvore inelusive word - conservatsn.

Oither approaches are ‘preservarion’ and

':1-:.|.:1|.1t1"m'|.' reuse’ The bouse is o mesmenising

reincarnation of a kormer era — of an

imagined past. Chrs Ong is hugely

knowledgeable abour porcelain and Strasts

Chinese architecture and inreeiors. He is

L= [ 1|._1_‘| 141 ["l.:'[i|||:||-..._I|'| -._'||'|r|_||_r and ||._-'|3. a

palpable passion for s preservation and

continuity. He says of his house, “This

is me. It is what | am passtonate about

- my herirage. It 1s my brand.”




